i go                          Hitler's Lackey
and Papen's most rancorous enemy, General von Schleicher.
Schleicher had all along been the Reichswehr's spoilt child ;
he had taken no part in the Hitler-Papen Government, and
had in fact attacked it. Consequently his reputation was
unstained by the violent measures of the first eighteen months
of National Socialist domination. On the other hand, one
could assume that the National Socialists would be more
inclined to suffer Papen as President because he had been in
league with Hitler, whilst General von Schleicher was best
known as a violent adversary of the N.SJXA.P.
The point now was, which of these two men would succeed
in catching the eye of the whole German nation by some
special exploit, and so have the best chance in the imminent
elections.
The final result of all these speculations was that Klausener,
Jung and von Bohse compelled Papen to make a great
speech. This was in the middle of June 1934. In prudent
terms this speech was to expose the faults of the reigning
system and at the same time unfold a new programme for
the future. As Papen had only his name and his voice to
offer, Klausener and Jung declared themselves ready to
draft a speech for him which would not only be perfect in
form, but would put into words all the longings of the
nation amidst the disappointments and discontents of the
moment.
This was the origin of the famous Marburg speech.
Simultaneously it was to open the canvass of Papen's claims
to the post of President, and, like a new Lutheran thesis, to
be nailed to all the church doors in Germany.
The composition of this speech had cost the Catholic
Action Party weeks of headaches, but the result was a
masterpiece, and if Herr von Papen had really written it, it
would have been a sure proof of his intellectual prowess.
The speech endeavoured to flatter Hitler and to single him
out from the crowd of other National Socialist politicians,
but at the same time it contained very clever and biting
attacks on Goering, Goebbels, Rosenberg and Captain
Rohm, Goering was charged with Byzantinism and a